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IME was 1 whou 1. e 
ſteem d Your Grace , a Good 
Stateſman, a True Patriot. of 
rc Country, and. the _ Beſt of. 


8 -& - # 


8 ks Selens. Ahd can You been find 


our " Heart to be ſo ſevere, ſo cruel 


rd upon me; as to demand a Reaſon for 


great att Alteration, ſo ſudden a Change, 
en You Your: Self, can tell me, bet- 
than any Man breathing, that I have 
2 at all to give? But- perhaps Your 
acc will be ready to urge, and ſay, I 

ea Reaſon, but that I muſt bluſh and 
aſhamed to own it. I confets, a bad 
uſe | is better than none, but a very bad 
, I take to be very much worſe; 3 
A tore 


The 8 


fore pray, my Lord, have me herein ex- 
cus d. Yet ſtill, methinks, You buz it in 


my Ears, You have beaten my Friends, 


my poor harmleſs Friends, low enongh in 
Conſcience, in a forlorn Condition, and 


would beat them again too, and that there- ' 


fore I am angry, out of Humour, and diſ- 


That Your Grace is very much miſtaken, 
if You think I take the Pretender or the 
French for my Friends; no ſuch Matter, I'll. 


” 


gratifying my Friend without Study o 
T honght, whatever he aims at; eſpeciall 
when thereby I my ſelf become the Obje 
of his Favour. But ſomething, it ſeems., 
muſt ſay for my ſelf: Then let it ſuffi; 
when I ſay, Tam in a very good Poſt, ay 
and that as I got it by running You dow 
and chiming in with thoſe who 'tis nou 
have very great (I know not how god 
Buſineſs in Hand at a Diſtance ; ſo I ih 
—_— py 


pretend to ſee a Mile off; I. am chiefly del” 
lighted with Objects at hand, and am fo 


# 


* 
» 
* 


pleas d. As to that, I can ſafely reply, , 


| 


aſſure Tou: But if they are my Friends i 
Friends, or- my Friends Friends Friends, 
there may be fomething in that; I don? 


"I 8 
Jn . a; "it 8 — 


is only the Concern of the Poblick:: and 


bracing the Benefit that offers: If the Worſt 


the reſt of my Neighbours. . I' dare not diſ- 


The Dedication. © 
moſt certainly be turn'd out again, if I do 


not ſtick to my Principles. What the Pub- 
lick is to get or to lole, I am of Opinion 


and therefore with a private. Reſpect I mkhy 
be allowed. to take care of my ſelf, by ein 


comes. to the Worſt, I ſhall. ſhift as well. ds. 


cover my Name, for fear You. ſhould 1 up- 
braid me, as Ceſar. did Brutus, and ſay, 
N ov H What, you, my dear Couſin? 
For I cannot but acknowledge my felf ob- 
lig'd to You, and therefore. ungrateful and 
fickle. - But 1 beſeech You to conſider, that 
by ſuch a Confeſſion, I pay very dear for 


What I have done. And if you ſhould e- | f a , 


ver diſcloſe me, You will not forget how a 

forward I have been upon all Occaſiens to ay 
ſhew my Good-will to You, and what De- Hl 
light L have had in ptomoting Nur Intereſt. 


| Well, Fproteſt, when I call to mind thoſe 14 


larger Encomiums I have ow You, how N | © 
many, fine Things I have ſaid of You, and JW þ 


how the Caſe ſtands with me now [ can- & 


5 9 
not but wonder at my ſelf; and I make no 


Queſtion 


The Dedication. 

Queſtion but You are full of Your Won- 
ders too, and tis truly a Thing to be won- 
der d at: But pray ſay no more; if You. 
know me, Jou know I have a new Wife ; 
and You know that ſhe will be Maſter; and 
ſuch a Ser of hungry gaping-wide Servants 
of her Procurement I have into the Bargain, 

who (tho there is not a good Underſtanding 
_ amongſt them) are daily conſpiring together 
to cram one another, to worry meto death, 

and to force me to do een juſt what they 
pleaſe: My Steward makes.no more of lay- 
ing his Commands upon me, and bidding 
me do this, or. than he does to drink a 
Diſh of Tea: Aüd my Valet never trims 


me without a Petition, which, right or 


wrong, I muſt grant, for fear of my Theoat:* 
When I am able to tell you what all this 
will come to, tis to be hop'd I ſhall be 
come to my ſelf. In the mean time muſt 
beg Vour Grace to pardon me for not being 
Yours any longer; which You Hay the 
more eaſily grant, 11 you will be bia to 
« conf! der, that Lam no W my own. 
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were grown more than brutiſhly ſtupid, ande- 
ven periſh'd for want of Knowledge, (i. e,, for 


(G2 complains by the Prophet, that his People 


want of Conſideration : Had they conſider d, they could 
not but have known better Things; hut he that does not 


think, will doubtleſs: play the Fool. The Bergans are 
commended by the [Apoſtle for ſearching the Scriptures, 
that they might prove the Truth of what they had heard, 
and not be inipos'd upon in ſuch Points whereof, if they 


pleas d, they might be rightly inform'd : but few there are 
 whoſeem truly concern'd to imitate their Wiſdom. The 


Generality take their Salvation upon Truſt, without ever 
exainining what Right they have to it; and Multitudes 


are found pinning their Faith on another's Sleeve. And 


ſince this is the Caſe with reſpect to that better Part, and 
the One Thing neceſſary, tis not much to be wondredat, 
if in Matters of leſſer Moment, we ſee Men run into Pre- 


tier without any Thought, and blindly ruſh into Action, 
leaving that mature Deliberation, which every wiſe Man 


ought to be poſſeſs'd of, behind them. *Tis true, ſome 


are not capable of making a right Judgment of Things; | 


but alas, theſe are none in compariſon of thoſe that 


might 


- 


(8) 


might think if they would, and who are not without the 


_ diſcerning Faculty, in ſome good meaſure, if they could 


be prevail'd on to be exercis'd therein. But᷑ ſuch 4s the 
Stupidity of Thouſands, and Ten Thouſands, that they 
embrace the wildeſt Opinions upon ſight, and act ſo pre- 
cipitately, that they will not be at the Expence of a Que- 
ſtion, or ſo much as ſaying once to themſelves, What am 


1 gaing to do? Theſe are they who, the wiſe Man tells us, 


. anſwer a Matter before they hear it; to whom he. imputes 


the greateſt Folly and Shame; and are indeed, how highly 
ſoever they may efteem themſelves aboye the Vulgar, but 
the mare refin d Part of date ed Mob, acting on 
the ame Foot of Raſhneſt, liſting Hand- over. head, 
be the Cauſe what it will, under every Standard, for the 


ſake of the Trumpeters anly: And being thus fitted for a- 
ny Impreſſion, the moſt diligent and noiſy Ringleaders, 
muſt naturally have them in the greateſt Numbers. What 

_ an Uproar was there made in the City of Epheſus by a 
Smith? What Multitudes had he drawn to his Faction, 
the greateſt part whereof knew not why or wherefore they 
were met together? Let the Queſtion be ask d, V hat is 
tbe matter ? and the Sum of the Anſwer will be this, right 
or wrong, Demetrius was a pretty Fellow, and they were 
_reſolv'd to be for him. We have but lately ſeen too much 


ol this nature; Matters of the higheft Import tranſacted 
by the Rabble, and even our Senators choſen, not ſo 
much by the Free-holders of the Nation as the Scum of 


the People; many have been violently detain'd from gi- 
ving their Votes, and where Miſe would not do, Force 
has prevail'd. And fo much the more to encreaſe our 


Flames, and help to confound us, that Church of Erg- 
And as by Law eftabliſh'd, which, united, has enough 


with ſuch Terms of Diſtinction, (how well ſoever each 
Party may be pleas'd with their Marks) as to render 
. them Barbarians to each other. This is not ſet on foot by 
: honeſt Men, but erafty and deſigning Knaves ; 3 
* eing 


to do to maintain her Ground amongſt her implacable E. 
nemies, muſt be divided againſt her ſelf, and branded 
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being the worſt of Tares; it muſt be an Enemy that ſows 
them. Hereuponall manner of Religions and Sects what- 


” ſoever, according to their ſeveral Intereſts, ſtrike in with 

Y. * this or that Party; Diſſentersand their Adherents ſiding 

-  - with thoſe that are diſtinguiſh'd by the Name of Low- 
Church; the Papifts and theixs, with thoſe that are digni- 

mM feed with the Title of High. © And tho' in reality tis but 

„ _ theDregs and Extreams of High Church and Low, that are | it 
P fitted to help -forward their evil Purpoſes, (and I truſt a g 


„ + ſmall Number in compariſon of the reſt,) yet are they 
it deeſtructive of the Church, and thereout ſucks the Ene- 
f my no ſmall Advantage. 8 + Jo ol 
3 But which Side, after all, whether High or Low, have 
” ' reaſon to boaſt of their Allies, I ſhall leave to the Judg- 
4 ment ol others; taking this notice only of ſome who are 
S, » forward to declare, they had rather be Papifts than Preſ- 
at ' Bbyteridn Diſſenters, that I hope they mean the more mo- 
2 gerate of the one, and the moſt 5 * of the otfier: 
hut if they mean on an equality of Moderation and Ri- 
„ gidneſs, tis a ſign they know little of the Tenets of the 
: © Romiſh Church; that they are not acquainted with Fire 
and Faggot, Inquiſitions and Racks; or have not the 
HGenſe to diſtinguiſh between lopping a Tree, and pluck- 
a i ing it up by the Roots, between defacing a Church, and 
AI ſo racing it to the Ground, as that it be had no more 
in remembrance. Ik there are any that are fluctuating in 


En 
* 


pt 7 their Opinions heteupon, I ſhall, to turn the Scale, put in 
this Conſideration; That that Arch enemy of our Church + + 
ct. 7 the Tyrant of France, is not more mortified by the thwart - 

10 ing Principles of his /higgi/h Enemies, than lifted up by 

11 thoſe, mere agreeable to his fatal Deſigns, of his Tory 

| Friends, being wonderfully pleas'd with their Unlzmted O- 


6 | | 
0 | bedience, their Abſolutely: Non. reſſting and Hereditary Mo- 
4 tions; which indeed are not the meaneſt Spoke in hia 
ch | Wheel, and without which he could have but little Hopes | 
ui of compaſſing his Ends. I don't ſay, that this is ſuffici- 
* \ ent of itſelf to determine the Integrity and Wiſdom of one 
— Jide or other, but he that looks _ as bearing no Weight 
ng or 


K 


or unworthy of any Reflection, is worthy himſelf of a 


Croſs on the Back for being ſo Senſleſs, or elſe he muſt 
be look'd on as wilfully Blind, and no Friend to the Go- 
vernment. In the mean time, whilſt the whole is drawn 


in under the Denominatiorf of Higb. Church or Low, the 


ſoundeſt and better Parts thereof muſt of neceſſity bleed, 
as being torn from each other by fomented Notions, rather 
than any real diſlike they can have to each other; not 
giving themſelves Leiſure to diſtingviſh betwixt Perſons 
and Things; betwixt a Name, and what it truly imports; 
betwixt what a Man is ſaid to be, and what he in reali- 
ty is. When therefore the Church ſhall be re preſented by 
its ſworn Enemies or its own extream baſer Parts, as either 
running into Popery, and gaping after a Prince of Wales 
or elſe into Anarchy aud diſſenting Confuſions, and this 
laid on the whole Body, for the ſake of the rotton Limbs, 
there nzeds no more'to make us odious to one another in 
the Eyes of unthinking People, than to fix on us ſome 
Name of Diſtinction, be it what it will. But now tho 
the common and meaneſt run away with this in a Word, 


and according to the firſt Impreſſion that happens to be 


ſtampt upon them, rogue and revile their contrary Party 


Whatever it be, — Vet methinks this ſhould not take 
place fo much as it does amongſt thoſe whot have had a 
more ingenuous Education, and inuſt therefore underſtand 


themſelves better. But ſo it is, a Man is not only to be run 


down and condem'd by an inconſiderate Mob, but even 


the more reaſonable Part of Mankind; who ſeem how- 
ever to act with the ſame Teermity, whilft their Cenfares 


proceed from Suppoſit ions only, or elſe ſuch ſuperficial 


Reaſonings, as either have not been weigh'd, or argue no- 


thing when they are. For what elſe is the Caſe when a 


Man for falling under the Denomination of High-Church 


or Lom - Church ſhall be condemn'd as guilty of whatſo- 


ever Crimes are. falſly imputed to either; or for ſuch 
Things as are no Crimes at all when throughly examin'd ? 


and that this is the Caſe, I ſhall produce my felt for an 


luſtance. 
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Hlo often have I been call d Prebyterian and n 


coat, and ſometimes condol'd for my Folly? One ſhakes 
his Head at me, another is ſorry to ſee me ſo wretchedly 
loſt, and another could never have thought it of me: in 
ſhart, I. am became what the Prophet David complains of, 
A Nom er wito many, as if I had renounc'd my Religion 
and were lately turn'd. Turk; and; alÞthis for falling un- 
der the Laſh of a Party, and bearing the Name of a Vbig, 
and Low Churchman : whereas I cannot find any-ſuch-Al * 


teration in my ſelf, nor what Reaſon I have given to a- 


ny honeſt Man, on any true Churchman for all this ado. 
It ſeems therefore incumbent upon me, to ſay ſomething 
for my ſelf; and if what I ſhall ay ſhould beſpeak 

RES Low, yet, if a true Son of the church, 
I ſhall then have accounted for one Low Churchman at 


leaſt; and if I prove (as. I hope I am able to do) my ſenſe of 


things agreeable both to Reaſon, aud Scriptute, I ſhall 
have deſerv'd ill of no Churchman whatever, nor been 
injutious to any of 452 who partake of the ſame Fate 
with myſelf. In order hereunto it will be neceſſary to 
take natice of every Cauſe of Diſtinction, and whatſdever 
may. ſeem to conſtitute a Low-Chorchman at leaſt z and 
ſo taking to myſelf all ſuch as are fairly laid to my 
Charge, I ſhall endeavour to defend myſelf under them 
from the imputation of no Church at all, or being of any 


: other than the Church of Exgland eſtabliſn'd by Law, 


leaving all Men of contrary Opinions, which may be ta- 


ſelves. = nelle „. 
I. Therefore, to condeſeend to very minute Circum- 
ſtances, I obſerve that a Man is ſaid to be High or Low, 
according to the Perſons he votes for; (i. e.) if I vote for 
a Perſon, who would vote for another, who would vote for 
a third, who is a Low. Church -· man, becauſe he would 


ken for Marks of High Church, to do the ſame for them- 


vote for one that wanld vote for me; therefore Jam a. 


Low. Chuch- man. Now; tho' many a one who prides 
himſelf in the Name of High Church, and yet voted as 
I did, would not allow of ſuch a Concluſion, yet I am 

| _ Be willing 
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willing to yield to the Strength and Force of the Argu- 


ment. But after all, the main Query will be, how by 


this I come to make Shipwrack of the Faith, my ſelf of 
no Church at all, and an Alien to my Mothers Chil- 
dren? To ſay, every Low. Churchman is ſuch, is inju- 


rious and begging the Queſtion z or to ſay, I am therefore 


an Alien, not ſo mach for voting for this or that an, AS 
for one that is deſtructive of the Good of the Church, is 


altogether as injurious as the other, there being na ſach | 


7 


Inference couch d in the Premiſes. Moreover, to do my 
ſelf all the Juſtice I can in this Point, I can ſay what 
Thouſands are not able, viz. that T have not voted by 


| hearſay, or been byaſs'd by this or that Friend, but for 
Men whoſe Principles both as to Church and State'I am 
very well acquainted with, and I truſt in God am able 


to make it appear they are ſuch, as are no ways deftruc- 
tive of either. To fay they are Low-Church Principles 


like my own, is nothing to the Purpoſe; and to fayT am 


no judge of them, is to be freer with me, than I give any 
one leave for, and what may border upon Arrogancy too. 
For tho' I own myſelf not Stateſman enough to dive'into 
all Particulars, yet I am able to diſcern between a turbu- 


Tent Spirit, and a Diſpofition to Peace and Honeſty, And 


therefore I ſhall preſume, that notwithſtanding this Mark 
of Low- Church, I may* ſtill be a true Member of the 


Church of England, even as eftabliſh'd by Law: And this 


both” foraſmuch as a High-Churchman would not from 


hence be concluded Low, vis. barely upon voting for any 


Man; and foraſmuch as it is more than probable, that a 
Man might vote for his Friend whether call'd Hb or 
Low, and by the Grace of God till retain the Apofto- 
Iical Faith. | . Sek th 
II. I muſt be a Low-Churchman for not chiming in 
heartily with your Addreſſers of Hereditary Rights, and 
Hanover Succeſions; (which by the by grows'every day 
more and more out of Faſhion} Unlimited Submiſton and 


EKigbte of the People, all in a Breath. Here Jam driven 


to acknowledge, that I have but one thing to ſay for my: 
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thinking there was any ſuch thing as -Refifance, i 


C29) ; 

ſelf, and muſt only confeſs, it has been my Principle for 
many Lear; to endeavour fo to ſpeak as to be underſtopd, 
and a much Senſe as I am capable of. Now thoſe No- 
tions and Compoſures ſtanding in a direct Oppoſition to 
my Principles, which ſome ſeem not ſo ſtubborn in ad- 
hering to, I could not be brought to approve of them, 


to vent ſuch knotty Ænigma's to puzzle my Sqvereign. 


If Senſe therefore and a good Conſcience cannot ſtand 
together, | may have efr'd from the Faith; but hope | 
better things, ſince in moſt Cafes. they are jud d to be 

very conſiſtent; and there is but one Text of 7 0K, 


(not unanſwerable) which ſeems to make againſt me in 


this, Viz. 1 Cor. 9. 22. where I. am by the Apoſtle's 
Example oblig'd to become all things to all Men (3. e. Weak 
to thoſe that are Neal, or a Fool to Fools. But then [ an- 
ſwer, this being only in order to gam ſome, of which I 
baving had rio manner of Proſpect, I conceive my ſelf EX» 


cus d from any ſuch compliance. therein. 


II. I was taken to Taſk as a very Low-Churchman for 

n bring- 
ing about the late Revolution. This was by a Friend who 
you may perceive was very tender of an Abſolute Paſſive 
Obedience, and unwilling at the ſaine time to ſcoundrel 
the many Acts and Proceedings of Parliament in favour 
of that — So that rather than ſeem io 85 Slur 
upon either, he ſer himſelf to maintain, that the Sun was 
not up at noon day, aſk'd where my Eyes were, who 
fancy d the Crow to be Black, how long I had entertain'd 
ſuch whimſical WhiggiſhNotions;; and pon my proving 


by ſgeral Circumſtances that the Sun was up at Noon, or, 
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-which is the ſame thing, that there was 'Reſfance in the 
Revolution, he fell into Pune more than all the-Inter- - 
jections of Admiration, which I conld not but anſwer in 
the ſame Part of Speech with ha, ha, he. Ang indeed 
what anſwer can a reaſonable Man give to ſuch ſtiff-necked 
(Polititians ſhall I call them, no) Party-bigots, and ſuc 

as are refolv'd to own yothing for Truth, but what makes 


for their Purpoſe. *Now tho I am contented, that not 


owning 


Be: . 
owning the Crow to be white, ſnould make me Low. Church, 
yet why this ſhould be thought contrary to the Principles 


of the Church of Exgland, I do not underſtand: I ther- 


fore claim my Juſt Intereſt in it, notwithſtanding it was 


my Fortune to be an Eye-witneſs of Reftance in the late 


Revolution. - VF 

IV. Not only Moderation it ſelf; but even the bare uſe 
of the Word beſpeaks a Man Low, and nothing more 
ſure, if I am not miſtaken ; for tho' (once in a Journey) 


I apply'd it only with reſpe& to the Seaſon, | yet one of 
the Company, upon the Favours I, ſhew'd to moderate 
Weather, ſwore he knew very well where to have me, and 
that I had ſufficiently diſcover'd myſelf to be a Low- 


Churchman : So finding I was fallen amongſt ſuch quick- 


ſighted Perſons, and ſuch before whom I might have ta- 
en God's Name in vain at every Word, e 


any ſuch unhappy Diſcovery, I avoided all manner of Di 
putes, keeping iny Breath for better Purpoſes. But this 
is not all; I hear from the Pulpits themſelves, that Mode- 
ration at this time of Day is a Fault, what betrays the 
Rights of the Church, and is a meer Fanatical Cant. Now 
tho' I am contented to have this Low-Church Mark 
ftampt upon me, yet not without clzaring it from ſuch 
foul Imputations. ; LS. 


1. Pray therefore in the firſt place what ist a Clock, 


that a Man may not mention Moderation now as much 


like a” Chriſtian as the Apoſtle himſelf, without being 


hooted at? What, are Virtues ridiculous ſome time of the 


the Year, and do they grow out of . Faſhion like Panta · 
loons and Bandſtrings? But ſure J am that this is a Ver- 


tue a a times 1n ſeaſon, and modeſtly ſpeaking, not 
lefs uſeful at preſent than heretofore ; and this I:dare ſay 
will not be deny'd by the honeſter Zealots, which the 
Tatler has plac'd on the other ſide of the Church. 

2. I wou'd willingly know how Moderation at any 
time indeed becomes deſtry&ive of the Church: If it ſinks 
to Lukewarymeſs,it ceaſes to be, and Is net the thing in 0 
tion; but when tis properly ſo, it ſeems to me as neceſſary 
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and muſt it therefore be loſt as to ine? Do they diſſem- 


Face of Reaſon be debarr'd from uſing any. Conſcience at 


it to his Philiprans, Chap. 4. 5. as a Chriſtian-like Vertue 
in general, but thinks it neceſſary, that they ſhould be | 
.. . conſpicuouſly exercis'd therein, and make themſelves fa- | 
mous for it whereſoever they went. This he does too, as 
knowing what an endearivg Quality was in it, that it 


\ 
; 
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mies. Being therefore fo adviſed by fo great a Man as 
St Paul, and being to deat both with the Gentle and Fro- 
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would not fail to recommend them to all forts of People, 


at all times as Zeal itſelf to the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Church; and ſince 'tis moſt likely to flouriſh when ſup- 
ported by both, it muſt be requiſite that when ſome are 
all over Zeal, ethers ſhould be all over Moderation ; tho? 
I confeſs *tis much better when both are-well mixt up to- 
gether in every individual Member of it. 

3. Do Diſſenters and Fanaticks make uſe of the Word, 


ble the thing when they talk of Moderatzon, and may not 
I therefore be ſincere in the matter? I may by the fame 


all, becauſe they lay claim to ſo much; and be counted 
a Fanatick for eating of Beef and Mutton. And ſince I 
myſelf (who doubtleſs by this time am to be cank'd with 
the Low, paſt all recovery, Low) ſhould not take it a- 
miſs to be condemn'd of Zeal, methinks a High Church- 
man ſhould not be affronted at being taken for a Man of 
Moderation; eſpecially when St Paul not only recommends 


and adminiſter greatly to the Convifion of their Ene- 


ward, I fhall not be -aſham'd to let my Moderatior be 
known unto all Men, and that I am ready to treat them with 


„Patience, with Mildneſs, and a Spirit of Love and Cha- 


rity; all which I take to be imply d in the Word ode 


ration, and exceedingly agreeable to the Tenets of our 


Church And is this, aſter all, to be Antimonarchical, 


# 


1 Schiſmatical and deſtructive of Church and State? d | 


te Tijipbone ! Where will this Madneſs end! 


V. Tis an Article againſt me, and a Mark of Low- 


Church, not to have vilify'd and endeavour'd to render 


the late Parliament, and Miniſters of State inſufferable 


and F 


alter her Reſolutions and Purpoſes. 


Sovereign towards them. 


E 


and odioug. I wo. things I have to ſay for my non-con- 


currence herein. I. Becauſe I thought her Majeſty well 
pleas'd with them both; and was ſo much the more con- 
firm'd.in that Opinion, becauſe -2dly. I could not diſcern 
which way either of them, in general ſpeaking, had been 


guilty of Blame. And that I may not ſeem to Have pro- 


ceeded thus without any Foundation of Reaſon, I ſhall 
{hew-what Inducements I had for ſuch a Belief. , _ 
1. From her Majeſty's moſt gracious Speech at the Cloſe 


of the laſt Seſſion of that Parliament, wherein ſhe thanks 


the Houſe of Commons in a particular manner for their 
more than ordinary good Services; being extreamly ſatisfy'd 
with thoſe Marks of Duty and Affection which from firſf to 


laſt they had ſhewn Her. And whereas ſhe inſinuates that 
ſome had been injurious to Her, by ſuppoſing the Church 


to be in danger under Her Adminiffratien, I could not 
from thence gather ſhe meant thoſe, who had ſo eminent- 
ly defended her from all ſuch Aſperſions, and much leſs 
her qwn Miniſters, | 


* 


2. Ioften heard that Her Majeſty had promis'd not to 


remove her Miniſters, which I took for an Argument of 


Her good liking towards them; and ſiuce it could not be 
ſuppos d, without doing her Majeſty a great deal of wrong, 
that She would have made ſuch a Promiſe, unleſs ſhe 


had conceiv'd them to be Men of Integrity and] udgment, | 


I con!d not but conclude, it muſt be ſomething very vi- 
olent that ſhould, cauſe Her, as it were in an inſtant to 


* 


uh. Give me leave to ſay ſomething in vindication 
of. my Sences, and what it was that engag'd my S.ght 


from perceiving any Male adminiſtration in the ene, or 


Miſchiefs ariſing from the Tranſactions of the other. 
1. As I have ſaid, the ſeeming. good Pleaſure of my 


2. The Credit the Nation was in, which ſeem'd to me 
the Effect of good Management, and which I found - 
ig according as the Apprehenſions of Alteratieus and a 
Diſſolution encreas'd. | 


3. Their 
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3. Their quick Diſpatches, their ſeaſonable and effectual 
Supplies to Her Majeſty, and the moſt affectionate Reſpet? 


they bore Her, could not but work a good Opinion of 


them in a Reaſonable Man. Moreover their Deteſtation 
bf Popeiy, and their conſtant Zeal againft an Hereditary Pre. 
tender, ſeem'd to me no man Arguments of their Loyalty 


to Her preſent Maieſty, and confiilting moſt wiſely the 


Eſtabliſhment of our Church and State. 


4. I was worthy of my Conſideration that the Allies 
were defirous to continue, them and that our Enemies ex- 
preſs'd ſo great a Satisfaction in the contrary: When the 

evil ſhall be pleusd with my manner of Life, I ſhall always 


think it high time to take another Courſe. Thus having 


piven ſome Reaſons for my Blindneſs (if that was my Caſe) 
I come to acknowledge what I could not foreſee; that 
there was one very good Reaſon for all has been done, viz. 
her Majeſty's Pl-aſare, whereby the bmocent as well as 


the Guilty may ke laid aſide, and wherein *tis the Duty 


of every good Subject to acquieſce and be ſilent.  _ 
Nou foraſmnch as I ſubmit myſelf wholly thereto, and 
that with an Heart as truly Loyal as the Beſt, can. as 
heartily join in the Prayers of the Church for the Queen's 
moſt Excellent Majeſty, and this with Conformity to all 
her Ceremonies, and Submiſſion to my Spiritual and Tem- 
poral Superiours therein, I hope, notwithſtanding my 
good likeing to the late Parliament, and Miniſfers of 


State, J do not appear to have been Schiſmatical, Hes 
vetical, or to have done any thing Dſhoxoirable or 


Repignant to the Church. Not that I am heifby 


begging admittance into High Church, but that I may 


not be excommunicated out of the true: For, as I fake it- 
a Man can never be the Honefter for bearing this; or that 
Name , and I dare ſay, tis all one to my d&yzr Mother 


the Church, whethet any of her legitimate Z ons be cal- 


led Thomas or John. And here too, that 1 may not be 
thought partial, I dd, that if eithet er or Felon © 
have betrayed their Truſt, or appi® nated the Publick 
Money to his Private Ufe, (i. e.“ pave cheated the Go- 
vernment, let him be recuces ; not only to his former 

| he... Condition, 


cal Times,) where was the 
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Condition, (that trifling and undeterring Puniſhment,) 


but to a ſingle Groat, or with my Conſent to the Pur- 
chaſe of it rather, uĩg. an Halter; it being intolerable, 


that the poorer Subjects ſhould be drained of their Vital 


Blood, to ſwell and overflow the Veins of ſome Wealthy 
or Eminent Raſcal. 3 ThE 


VI. Tis laid down for an infallible Sign of a Low- 


\. Churchman, not to have cried up the curious Performances 


of Dr? Sach=—el, and had his Perſon in great Venerati- 


on., This, though as trivial as any, yet has made the 
moſt Noiſe, and put the Nation into no ordinary Fer- 
ment. What Tumults have been raiſed hereupon, even 


unto Blood ſhed ? And how near were we running into 
the greateſt Confuſion? But what 7s the Matter? Even 


this, Dr. Sach el had preached a Sermon, and was 
called to an Account for it. Let it not offend, if I ask, 


was the Doctor Hifallible, and was it impoſſible for him 
to have preached what he ſhould not? If not, (which I 
don't preſume howgver to take for granted in theſe Criti- 

Viſdom of being ſo violent 
upon a bare Suppoſition? Ie every ſeeming Criminal to 
be Condemned without hearing, or every ſeeming Inno- 


cent ſo acquitted ? Where's,then the Senſe of anſwering a 


Matter before tis heard? Tis Raſhneſs to do ſo, Wilful- 
neſs. and Folly. Yet how many wife Heads had fully 
determined of this, not only before the Trial, but before 
the Sermon could reach us? What multitudes of Parrots 
were ſoon taught to ſay, Ihe Church is in Danger? How 


politickly did many of the good Women chatter they 


knew not what, and how freely did they talk of Robin- 
Hood, who never Shot in his Bow ? Nathing on a ſud- 
den was heard but the Doctor's Health, and to make it 
go down the better, it was tacked to the Church or the 
Queen, or ſometimes to both; and ſometimes (the extre- 
mity of the Mode) the Church. or Queen were tacked 
on to his. For my own part, I looked on my ſelf as in 
the dark, and was not ſo keen as others to cut before the 


Edge; and therefore, till more Light appeared, I ſu- 
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ſpended my very Thoughts, and contented my ſelf with 
holding my Tongae, till I might know what to fay ; 
which by the by beſpoke me Low- Church too, but we all 
Have our Humonrs. At length we received, THE 
PERILS OF FALSE BRETHREN, from 
whence I expected ſome Alterations of Opinions, and 


that Reaſon would have taken place in ſome prejic'd 
Perſons; but the Cafe was quite otherwiſe, and it was 


eaſy to ſee, that. as moſt had made their Choice before- 


hand, fo in general ſpeaking, right or wrong they ſtuck 
by 


it. And herein I was thoroughly confirmed, when 
prefling ſome who had the Sermon in great Veneration, 
with particular Inſtances in it, which were not approved 
of even by thein, they were forced to own they had 
never read it. They were tald, that the Doctor was 
had to coram for preachipg the Goſpel, which was a very 
ſad thing; but they might have .beenf told as 9 for 
a Noſe in bis Face. ,”Tis true, amongſt other 

| things, he preached the Goſpel, and had a Neos in "his 
Face, but was called to an Account for neither; how- 
ever, fo they had heard, and would hear no more of it, 


„ One was tdling his Companians and Neighbours 
3 


{cc 


what News he had heard, vis. that a Gentletian 60- 


þ ing to another Man's Houſe, happened to Dine with 
. him; but for kiſſing his Wife, and putting a few Ap- 
ples in his Pocket, was proſecuted and carried to Goal. 


5 120 would have proceeded after another manner in his 


gStory, but they had heard enaugh, and would hear no 
more; they pitied the nnfortnnate Gentleman extre me- 
ay, condemned the inhoſpitable Landlord, as one that 
4was worthy of the worſt of Puniſhments, and for whom 
Mmanging was too good. Some time after when they 
ould give him leave, he told them, * That the foreſaid 
F< Gentlemin for whom they were ſo violently ſorry, 
xz had abuſed the good Man, raviſhed his Wife, and 
4 robbed his Houſe. However, the Goal bird had ta- 
en ſuch a Poſſeſſion of their good Opinions, that ſome 
W ED - 7 een 
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could find little or no fault with him, and the reſt would 
not believe a Word of the Story. I read the Sermon my 
ſelf without apy ſurprize, though I found it fruitful of 
bold Strokes and Blunders, the latter whereof I prefume 
were never deſigned, and therefore te be pitied, rather 
than complained of; But really when Men ſet up for 
popular Applauſe, they ſhould be a little more careful. 
ers * is ſomething remarkable in it throughour; 
but nothing either in the Compolure, Style, or Deſign, to 
£xcite a Veneration. V : V 


4 


1, What is there in the Matter ar Compoſure to be ad- 


* 


mired for its Excellency ? Part of the Preainble indeed 


is calculated for the Fifth of November, wherein you are 
informed, tis a Day which ought to ſtand far tver in the 
| Engliſh Kalendar, and ſo nuch for this time; ye are 
welcome, Gentlemen: By what folloys, you may ſup- 
poſe it was preached on the Thirtieth of January, on 
Midſunter, or Mic hae lmas Day; and is there any extra- 


ordinary Ingenuity in this? 


* Jenin, there is a great deal ſaid without any Proof, 4. 
ani 


d plenty of Fools and Knaves Coats are made, for 


* 


any that will be pleaſed to put them on. Nothing can | 
well be fuller of bitter Invectives and rqiling Accuſations; 
3nſomuch, that had he been to diſpute about the Body ot 


c | 
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Moſes, I am convinced the Devil would have met with a 
Language much more like his own, than that of the 
Arch-angels, The Lord rebuke. thee.. What a ſcandalous 


Deſcription has he given of our Nation and Church in 
particular! If ſhe be Debauch'd, Senſual, and Lewd, wil? 


it become her Sons to diſcloſe and publiſh their Mother 1 


* 


Nakedneſs? None but a curſed Cham would do fo. Noi 
3s it of the Church''of England, I hope, which is not o 
Chriſtianity, to endeavour to render the Fathers thereo # 
Baſe and Contemptible. Where's then the Religion © 


vilifying our moſt Reverend Father, the good and-mol 


worthy Arch-Biſhoy himfelf ?. Or the Gratitude of re 
flecting on one, to whom he had been ſingularly obligec 
_ viz, that moſt excellent Prelate the Biſhop of Sun 
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| (a) 
* - Whoſe exemplary Performance of his Duty, and eminent 
Learning, have through Envy, multiplied his Adverſa- 
ries, but are not to be + daſhed out | of. countenance by 
Scriblers; and his Bow fo nſefully and judiciouſly bent a- 
gainſt the moſt implacable Enemies of our Church and 
State, will abide in Strength in ſpite of every little ma- 
I'cious Archer. But what ſhall we think of that helliſh 
Concluſion ; Here we leave our. falſe Brethren in the Com- 
pany they always keep Correſpondence with, viz. in the Lake 
which buns with. Fire and Brimſtone, with the grand Father 
of Falſhood, (i. e.) in {hort, and the true import of the 
Words, THE DEVIL TAKE THEM. And is 
this to paſs for a Jef, or a wholſome S wverity? Is this to 
ſpeak /eaſonable and neceſſary Truths with a generous Free- 
dom? Here is held out, I confeſs, an wwelcome Light, (I 
fake Hell Fire to be ſuch,) but does he call this his cha- 
ritable Hand ? If this be the Duty of a Goſpel-preacher, 
many of them will be at a loſs how to perform theirs; 
but I truſt I ſhall never here it defended by any one I 
have reaſon to eſteem religious or wiſe... 0 + 
As to the Reflections on the Revolution, Toleration, 
Oc. I refer my Reader to the Tryal, wherein, if he 
cannot find the Articles exhibited againſt him made 
good, it muſt either be imputed to the Stubborneſs of 
2 Underſtanding or Will, being one of thoſe who 
would not be convinced though one aroſe ſrom the Dead. 
But if after all he means quite another thing than what 
his Words naturally lead a Man to, it will puezle moſt 


- Readers to pick out his meaning, and the whole Diſcourſe 


will thereby be rendered flatter than ordinary: It too, 
as tis ſuggeſted, he means no particular Perſons or Things, 
then the Senſe will be this; that nothing is in Danger 
under no Bodies Adminiſtration ; that no Body paſled a 
Vote to the ruine of no Conſtitution ; that no Body put 
the Crown upon no Bodies Head ; and *tis to be hoped, 
that no Body will dare to take nothing off. If this is 
the Caſe, who can blame me, if I ſhould be drawn in 
„ . | | | to 


(229 | 
to fay with ſome of his very good Friends, that tis 
Nonſenſe upon Nonſenſe? we, 1 : 

II. The Style may be admirable in ſome Peoples Eyes; 
bat I ſee not the Beauty of laborious Epethites, nor of 
thoſe Writings, where the choice of Words ſeems to have 
been the only Task. I never read any thing in all my 
Life fo ſtuffed with cramp Words, quaint and affected 
Phraſes, here and there one, like Patches on the Face, 
may ſerv? to adorn, but too many of them are ſo far 
from an Ornament, that they become a frightful Yizard. 
I cannot be in love with your flagrant Charges, glaring 
Evidences, and dernier Reſorts of Fuſtice; your Moody, 
Wayward, and wilely Vulpones, retrograde Criterians, Aſpe- 
rities, and Caprice, all SP LENDID SHILLINGS 
to' me, and CHIMERA'S DIRE. How roman- 
tick and humming is a Spiritual Legerdemain, a religious 


 Frojan-Horſe, and eccentrick Comets burſting their Orbs; 


which is what both the Doctor and my ſelf, and a' wiſer 


Man than both of us, can make bitt a very forry Proof 
of. Nor can I be fond of that multitude of ratling and . . 


full · mouthed Expreſſions, which I meet with in ever 

Line; ſuch as, ſottih Infatuations, ſcandalous Flu@nations, 
double Equi vocations, deſpotick Tmaginations, bigh:flown Pa- 
radoxes, Ant imonarchical, Latitudinarian, beterogemous Mix- 
tures and Tergiverfations. Theſe indeed call to my Mind 


Jour D Nes, your 74 x, 74's, and your 0 ⁰νοçꝗ, 


which are an Elegancy in the Greek, but I don't take. it 


to be all one in the Engliſh. How different is this from 


his Speech, inſomuch that many have aſcribed that to 
2nother Hand. If the Doctor is wronged in this matter, 


I muſt acknowledge him Maſter-of a more ingenious and 


Rappy Style; and am perſuaded, that if he pleaſed to 
apply himſelf to make Spezches for Criminals, and ſuch 


like Occaſions, (provided always that he made an abate- 
ment of his ſolemn Appeals,) doubtleſs he could not but 


excel.” y | 
III. The Sermon has been Condemned and Barnt by the 
Common Hangman, as Wicked, Seditious, and Pony 


1 (23) 
ok the Peace of the Kingdom; and is it* on this Account 
4 to be had in Honour? If this was its deſign, was it not 
a a deteſtabls one? But I am inclined to be more charita- 
ble, and though I cannot acquit him of Chance-medly in 
this Caſe, yet I would willingly bring him off from 
the Imputation of wilful Murder. And to this end I 
would have it conſidered, that there is a mighty Thirſt 
in fnoſt of us of appearing above the reſt of our Neigh- 
bours, and being taken by the World for pretty ſinars 
Fellows. This too is more redundant in ſome than im 
* others, and every one has his particular way for it; not 
a few aiming at it by being more daring and bolder thay 
ordinary, which ſeems to take place in us betimes z at 
having be 


en often obſerved, that ſome Boys would wade 
farther into the Dirt, than others would dare to follow | 
them. The courageous.in this Caſe, is eaſily diſtinguſh- 

ed fromithe Coward ; bat the worſt of it is, this Courage 
is taken for Fool-hardineſs with abundance of People. 
+ Beit how it will, if we can do ſomething more than o- | 
thers, we value our ſelves upon it, as therefore worthy 
of Applauſe, from whence ariſes ſo great a Satisfaction, 
that we are impetuciſly moved to the performance of 
ſuch Actions; and fo great is the Itch, that, coſt what 
it will, be the ſmart of ſcratching it never ſo cutting, 
it muſt be gratified. - - N 

I remember there was one R. T. of Magdalen College, 
who valued himſelf extreamly upon eating raw Onions, 
* whoſe Companions, when they were diſpoſed to make 
him their Jeſt, would ſlily whiſper as it were amaggſt 
themſelves,” and admire his prodigious Talent.; which 
would no ſooner touch his Ear, but poor Rabin would 
ſtuff in the, Carriers Sauce without Mercy, eat and, cry 
till he was not able to ſee any Body. Which, it I take 
it aright, cannot reaſonably be aſcribed to any maliciqus 
Deſign, but purely a thirſt of Honour. There axe ſo 
thirſty Souls who manage this buſineſs ſo ſcurvily, that 
inſtead of Applauſe, they, bring themſelves into a Serape. 
Thus when a Gentleman upon a Squabble had ingenionſiy 
| | | wiped 
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e 
wiped a Perſon of Quality with the Sins of his Mother; 
and was afterwards commended for ſuch a ſmart Touch, 
c. a certain Booby in the Company ſtood gaping by, 
and reſolved with himſelf to merit a far greater Praiſe 
the firſt Opportunity. Meeting the ſame Perſon there- 
fore a little while after in the middle of the Street, he 
called him Son of a Whore to his Face; whereupop he 
was taken hold of, and accordingly trounced. Though 


I have been ſomething long in this matter, yet I may 
the rather be excuſed, ſince it all tends to prove that ſuch. 
Paſſions are violent, and thut a Man may be hurried by 


them into a fatal Action, without any malicioys Deſign; 
and I cannot but conclude, that the Doctor had only a 


bold ſtroke in View, and not ſo much Malice in his 
Heart, as Fire in his Breaſt. Yet this, I ſay, that every 


one ſhould take heed not to throw about Firebrands in 
Sport, or to put a Nation into Flames to quench his own. 


Thus without charging the Sermon with that load of 


Guilt, which the moſt learned have laid upon it, and 


which 2 long Tract of time will not be able to wear off; 


the Sentence was given upon him, becauſe they appeared { 
to me very abſurd, noiſy, and affront ing the Auguſteſt 
Court of Judicature, and, as he himſelf terms it, the 


I have ſhewed ſome Reaſons, why I could not admire 
it. Nor could I, how little foever I withed him ill, ap- 
prove of thoſe riotous Rejoycings, which were made after 


. moſt illuſtrious Aſſembly in the World, And J cannot but 


- Occaſion of taking up a great part of the Seſſions; and 


likewiſe apprehend them an affront to Her Majeſty in 
particular, who ſpeaking of the Tryal, calls it a neceſſary 


from thence muſt infer, that when ſhe wiſhes Men would 


F 


Fudy to be quiet, and do their own buſineſs, that ſhe 


"3 
* 


means ſuch Preachers and their Abettors, whoſe High- 


call them to an account for it. 
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. oreover, I cannot have a good liking to his Speech, 
'Y . 


* 
* 


flying Doctrines tend chiefly to foment Animoſities j 0 | 
und not (as ſome would ſuggeſt) ſuch Perſons as ſhould fegt 


* 
f » 


t want of that Simcerity which ovght to __—_— * 


„fluch ſolemn Proteſtations as are made in it, . To ſay that 
> * whatever he had diſcovered in his Converſation formerly, 
„ or in his late Sermons to the contrary, yet that he was 
bl another Mind when he:ſpake it, is a mere Equivoca- 
— tion, and not to the purpoſe, ſince the right Application 
e of it was to be made to what he had done, and the in- 
2 — tent of it was purely to acquit him of having been guil- 
ty therein. We allow Prifoners to ſay what they can 
for themſelves, can patiently hear the moſt notorious 
Rognes covering their Theft with a pretext of finding 
the Goods they are charged with, and can even Laugh 
at. the Velchman's breeding up the Sword he had Stollen, 
from a Dagger; but ſhould any of theſe in the moſt ſa- 
cred Manner call God to witneſs to the Truth of their 
vile Shifts and Excufes, would it net move us to an 
Abhorrence, rather than Compaſſion © But to come io the 
point, how do theſe Sentimients of mine prove me a falſe 
Brother, or an illegitimate Son of the Church? What, is 
all he has ſaid canonical Scripture, or is it Hereſy not 
+ to admire it? I cannot in the leaſt find, that the Senſe J 
have had of this matter is any Violation of the 39 Arti- 
$ cles, or the Rights. of the Church ; and therefore, how 
far ſoever it may go to the Conſtitationg of a Whig, I 
mall nevertheleſs put my confidence in God, that he will 
4 vouchſafe to own me for one of his Church, _ | 

But again, who can be any thing elſe but a Whig 
who has not mean Thuughts of the Duke of Marlbo- 
 rowh, and all he has done, and who thinks it not the 
beſt thing that ever Her Majeſty did to remove him? 
Her Majeſties Pleafure 1 ſhall never diſpute, tis my 
ould ſtudy Night and Day to ſubmit to her Will; but I can- 
t ſhe not be perſwaded to run down a General, and much 


Jigh- leſs to ſcoundrel, and abuſe him for beating our Enemies 
ties, ten Times together, with an unparallelled Bravery and 


equal Succeſs. I thank God my Senſes are ſtill freſh 
ſabout me, which might be very reaſonably doubted of, 
Should I allow him to be the Subject of Scorn and Railery 

whom I take to be a moſt adzquate Subject of Greatmfs 


and 


(0269 
and Honour, Nor can I be ſaid to beg the Queſtion, 
when without all Queſtion time was, when he was the 
greateſt Commander in Europe; and under whoſe Con- 
duct Her Majefties Arms have gotten more Renown, 

than all thoſe of the Alliance beſides, putting them alto- 
gether. And he who has been a juſt Terror in all onr 
Enemies Countries, has never been without the greateſt 
Honours in every Country but his own, ſharing in that 
particular, the unhappy Fate of the beſt of Prophets. 
He is indeed ſo copious a panegyrical Subject, that tis 
not a little Fatal to meddle with it, fince whoever begins 
to ſpeak in his Praiſe, muſt neceſſarily run himſelf a- 
ground whenever he comes to conclude, and deſervedly 
loſe his Reward by breaking off. And now muſt I be 
a Low-Churchman for having ſuch Senſes as theſe, and 


muſt I loſe all my Intereſt in a Saviour, becauſe Iwill 


not look on him as Treacherous and Baſe, or a blun- 
dering Coward, who has moſt happily and juſtly acqui- 
red to himſelf the glorious Title of the European Gene- 
ral, and that r #Zoy3»? Be it fo, let that be the Judg- 
ment of every topping Churchman ; but may I torget 


my Name, my Right hand, and be called Whig to E- % 
ternity, before I am gvilty of half that Ingratitude and 
Baſeneſs. Yet again, I muſt be a Whig, and conſequent- 7 
Iy one that betrays the Church, becauſe I cannot bear 
the leaſt glance of a Popiſb Pretender, and Reconciliation 4 


with Rome; and becauſe I am not for a Peace right or 
wrong, be the Means what they will. The Reaſons for 


Peace and againſt it upon bad Conditions, have been 5 
handled at large by abler Pens, and the Repetition ot 


What they have ſaid does not come within my preſent 


Deſign, or the compaſs of theſe two or three Sheets. 


Whether our Allies, eſpecially the Dutch, have been ſo 1 5 


faulty as has been repreſented; or whether, if they have, 
their deficiency can juſtify our deſertion of them, I ſhal! 
not pretend to determine. But as I am a Member of 
the Church, and a free Subject of the Queen of Exgland, 
E muſt beg leave to think, that the breaking of the grand 

Y * Alliance 3 
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Alliance can be no Security to the Religion and Liber- 
ties of Europe, nor the voiding the Barrier Treaty to ours 
In particular ; but both theſe I take to be highly advan- 
tagious to France, and promoting theic ever pernicious 
Purpoſes. | "> 

When entring thus into French Meaſures, is of the ſafe- 
M of the Church of Evgland, then that Peace without 
loubt will be laſfing which depends upon the Faith of the 
moſt perfidious Prince iu the World, upon the bare Word 
of him that has broke through the moſt folemn Oaths; 
the bare Word of him who has tranſmitted himſelf to 
Poſterity, the moſt bloody Perſecutor, and inhumian 
Tyrant, the grand Enemy of the Proteſtant Religion 
and Liberty in general, and our Church and State in 
particular. Cannot all this be moſt juſtly laid to his 
charge, and is he yet to be truſted as a proper object of 
our Alliance and Friendſhip ? Can he who is ſo thirſty 
for an Univerſal Monarchy, be ſuppoſed one that will 
fit down quietly with a loſs, or be contented to be pre- 
ſcribed ? Again, what ſafety can there be expected from 
24 Peace founded on the Promiſes of ſuch a deſigning 
7 © Monſter, eſpecially if you give him Spain and the Veft- 
3 Tndies, the object of all our Victoties, in purſuit of which 
ſo much Blood and Treaſure has been ſo glorjouſly ſpent, 


and without which he has been a Match for all the 


Allies. And is this the Man that is low enough already? 
can that ever be properly ſaid of a Tyrant? From 
©, Whence can ſuch Speeches proceed, but a fixt Reſolution 


do do whatever is required? This brings to my Mind a 


4 


certain Squabble between an Old Woman and ſome of 


her Neighbours concerning a Cow ſhe had loſt, who be- 
ing importuned to put the matter to a reference, agreed 


at laſt thereunto, but with this Proviſo, that whatever 
they did ſhe would have her Cow. nr 
Laftly, How honourable a Peace will be with a breach 

of the Alliance, I leave it to the Judgment of right Ho- 
ndurable Perſons, who doubtleſs muſt have a truer Noti- 
on of that matter than my ſelf, and who have all along 
| ; i D 2 conſulted 


(28) 
conſulted the Honour of the Nation in a wonderful man- 
ner. It has been ſaid, that the Kingdom was exhauſted 
to its laſt drop of Blood by a Whiggiſh Male · admini- 


tration; but either that muſt be falſty and fooliſhly 


ſaid, or it muſt be inhumanly done to make it bleed a - 

gain ſome Millions at leaſt, and to what purpoſe, they 
that beſt know, can tell beſt. But after all, how comes 
che only Supporter of a Popiſh Pretender to gain ſo faſt 


the good-liking of our Higheflying Churchmen, whilſt 


the Dutch are become the object of their Scorn, the only 
Proteſtant Nation of any force with our ſelves to ſtop a 
Popiſpþ Inundation, and cope with the implacable Ene- 
mies of our Church. What are they unacquainted at 
this time of Day with his horrid Jeſuitical Tenets, the 
Tenets of thoſe Devils incarnate, if there be any ſuch 
thing, whoſe crafty Wiles are innumerable, and their En- 
deavours reſtleſs to ruin us? What, does Tranſubſtantia- 
tion, c. ſeem more reaſonable of late, or do they hope 
to convert him? The Pretender, at leaſt, I make no 
queſtion may be prevailed on by their pious Arguments 
and politick Reaſonings to be of their Church; a little 
time will ſnew the Event, and may ſulfil this eaſy and 
obvious piece of. Prophecy. Without all: peradventure 
too, they fancy they have done ſome great Matters, O 
goodly Performances, who tell us, that War is a very bad 


| Thig, and Peace a very good Thing : And was it not fo 
- when we began the War, and even from the-Creation, 


and therefore what is all that. to the purpoſe ? The Queſti- 
on is, whether: we have not the ſame, as good or better 


Reaſons for War than at ficſt ; this is the diſpute. of the 


Nation; and it ſeems he is a Whig who pretends to give 
any Reaſon at all for it, who is not for Peace upon any 
Terms, and War upon none. Whilſt therefore, ſome are 
for War, others for Peace, in this our Situation of Affairs, 
*tis very probable, that ſome are ſtrangely miſtaken, and 
even pnder à kind of Infatuation ; ſo that bur preſent 
Condition ſeems to be the ſame with the Jews in the 
time of the Prophet Iaiah, who for their general nen 
„ T KA 4 | 101 
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„ 
ction from God, ſpeaks thus of his Nation, Chap. 59. 
Judgment is far from is, neither doth Juſtice overtake us; 


we wait for Light, but behold Obſcurity, for Brightneſs, but we 
walk in Darkneſs. And as the God of this World hag 
blinded us, that we cannot ſee the things that belong to 


* . 


| 
our Peace in the next; ſo the everlaſtin 20d of Heaven 
has given us the ſame Blindneſs Wit relation to ogy tem- 
poral Concerns , for what elſe, but the Spirit of frog De- 
luſon can make us believe, that Fapiſts, and ſuch as have 
promoted their Intereſts for being or having been obh- 
ged to them for their Al, can be therefore Fünfer of 
that Church whom they have always made it their buſi- 
neſs to deſtroy, becauſe they fall in with the general 
cry of High-Church, Peace with France, and War with 
the States; even thoſe States, whoſe Intereſt Her Maje- 
ſty has always thought 7»ſeparable from Her own ? | 
Well, I praiſe God, I can ſubmit to what I do not like; 
but fill when I refle& on the whole Life of that GRAND 
4 OPPRESSOR the French King, I cannot but perſuade 
my ſelf, that the Providence of God will not ſuffer his 
Grey Hairs to go to the Grave in Peace; and ſhould he 
be ſupported by our means in this his going down, we 
| ſhall-have but too much Reaſon to fear, That that Pro- 
phecy (never ſo applicable fince, till in theſe our times 
will be fulfilled upon us, which was denounced again 
Aab, 1 King. 20. 42. Becauſe thou haſt let go out of thy 
Hand, a Man whom I appointed to utter Deſtruction; there. 
' fore = Life ſpall go for his Life, and thy People for bis 
7 eople. . 1 ys Do -- 2 1 
e But laſtly, He that is againſt Paſſue- obedience, and the 
e Doctrine of Mon reſiſtauce, is a Whig and Low · Church- 
y ; man beyond all retrieving. Were this the true * von 
re Hof Whigs and Low- Church; men, I ſhould abWninate 
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s, Ithoſe Titles, and feſent them as injuriouſly put upon me; 
d. for he that ſays I am againſt thoſe prime Doctrines of the 
nt Church, ſays that which is falſe. But if you add um- 
he cronditiona! and abſolute upon all manner of accounts 
e- "whatſoever, and make that the Rule of Obedience, then 
In F 8 „„ 3 


I con- 


(30 . | 
I contendedly lapſe again into a Whig, Cc. and ſhall 
acknowledge, that whoſoever is pleas'd to reckon me as 
ſach, does me no hurt, and all is well again; and this, 


I dare ſay, is the Cafe of moſt of my Brethren. Where- 


fore my buſineſs will next be to prove, that notwithſtand- 
ing this Ybiggiſh Diſtinction on Paſſive Obedience, I may 
be a true Son of the Church; and this I ſhall do by prov- 
ing, that ſuch unlimited Notions are deſtructive ot the 
good of the Church ; as being contrary to Reaſon, the 
Scriptures, the God of Nature, and that Nature he has im- 
. 
I. They are contrary to Reaſon, becauſe they make a 
meer Jeſt of all Contracts between the Sovereign and the 
Subject, qualifying one for an abſolute Tyrant, and the 
other for an abſolute Slave; they make void the Laws, 


and render of none effect the Sacred Obligations of an 


Oath ; but how ridiculous is that ſecurity which is only 
in form, nothing in force? Tis taking a Bond, and then 
returning it again into the hands of him that gave it; 
which is juſt as much Senſe as binding a Man's Hands 
with a Cobweb, or arming himſelf with a Tiffany Head- 


piece, and a painted Sword. What is ſaid in the Caſes |} 


of binding a Princes Conſcience, and his being anſwer- 
able to God for the breach of his Vows, 1s nothing to the 
purpoſe; ſince that may be ſaid of any one that falſifies his 
Word, he is equally accountable to God for ſo doing; 


but that anſwers no obligation, and therefore in matters 


of moment we are not contented with promiſes only, but 


require ſomething whereby we may be enabled to do 


ourſelves Juſtice in caſe of Failures : It remains, there- 


fore, that this be of 'more force than a private promiſe, | 
— it ſipnifies nothing. And ſince all Contracts be- 
tween Man and Man reſpect not the, Salvation of our 
Souls, or what is to be done in another Life, but the ſafet * 


of dur Lives and Eſtates in this; and ſince the Damnation 


of any Man can make me no Satisfaction for the loſs of 
my Goods, what Senſe is there in taking my All in this 


World, againſt that Conicience which is not in my Pow- 
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er to influence, or that Soul which I can never touch in 


this Life or the next ? | : 
How meritorious is the offering of our Lives and For- 
tunes to our Sovereign, when they are before at her Plea- 
ſure ; Wherein hes the Obligation? Can we merit from 
God or Man by performing our Duty ? No, *tis but letting 
her Majeſty know, that we will give Her leave to enjo 
ler own; a goodly Preſent ; Tell your Neighbour lo, 
and he'll thank you for nothing; yet ſuch is the Nature 
of whatſoever we can offer on the Principles of an un- 
limited Obedience. Again, is he wiſe who puts to Sea 
without any Rigging, or with Threads inſtead of Cables? 
Oc is he not acceſſary to his own Ruin, who will make 
no Proviſion for a Storm, or refuſe ſuch as has been pro- 
vided for that purpoſe? Does not he betray the Rights of 
the Church, who expoſes it to Danger, by breaking down 
the Fences thereof? Or who does belt conſult her ſafety, 
he that votes her Walls of Braſs, or he that votes them Pa- 
per? Where's then the Wiſdom of putting it into the Pow- 
er of any one perſon to do what they pleaſe with a 
Church or Nation? Where, I ſay, is the Wiſdom of that 


Paſſive Obedience without reſerve, which muſt ſuffer a diſ- 


penſation of all manner of Laws, and conſequently contri- 
bute ſo far to the Ruin of both, as leaving them defence- 
Teſs in Cafe of Danger would do? For what is unlimited 
Submiſſion, and abſoluts Non refiſtance in any People, but 
letting a Prince, that, notwithſtanding his Obligation 
to govern them by Laws, and the ſacred Ties of an Oath 
ſo to do, yet, if he is pleaſed to diſpence with the latter, 
they will not hinder him from difpenſing with them 
both? What is it but giving him leave to ſet up Hereſies 
in the Church, and debauch the State by eſtabliſhing 
Wickedneſs as a Law, yea even to aboliſh the Com- 
mandments themſelves, or indeed the acknowledgment 
of that God who gave them? What is it but giving him 
leave to diſpoſe of our Eſtates, debauch our Wives and 


$ Child6en at his Will, and cut our Throats for his Plea- 
3 fure? 'Tis eaſy to imagine, what a flouriſhing condition 


« ſuch 


Rich a Nation would quickly be in, and what a rational 
Care ſuch a People had taken for the Preſervation of their 
Lives, or what is more, the continuance of the true Re- 
ligion to their dearer Poſterity ; and conſequently how 
mightily they muſt have merited from God for waving 
their Priviledes of Self-preſervation, and that Power 
which was moſt ſolemnly in the preſence of God, put 
into their Hands for the Prefervation of his Church. 
That God is able to protect them both without any one's 
Aſſiſtance, no Body queſtions, and fo he is to. preſerve 
or provide for any one without food or working; but 
we are not to expect Miracles, or depend upon his ex- 
traordinary Providences, where means are not wanting 
from our ſelves. Without doubt he muſt be a very pru- 
dent, good · natured, and pious Son, who on the Score of 
his Obedience to his Father, fits contentedly down, and 
fuffers him to cut his Mother's Throat, and then holds up 
his Chin to receive the ſame Knife in the moſt dutiful 
manner. To ſay no Prince would be ſo great an Enemy 
to bimſelf as to deſtroy his own People, is fo childiſh an 
Anſwer; that it deſerves no Regard, ſince Man is not al- 
ways guided by Reaſon ; and what happens to one, may 
be another Man's caſe: Nor does it much mend the 
Matter, to ſay, tis an wmilikely thing, ſince a poſſibility 
only is ſufficient to prompt a wiſe Man to run no. riſque 
in fo weighty a concern. What egregious Folly. then 
muſt it be to give up that Proviſion, which has beer! wiſe- 
ly made againft the worſt that might happen, and to en- 
courage that Miſchief, which ſhould it obtain, we muft 
acknowledge would be of the moſt fatal Conſequence 
not only the ruin of Church and State, but a ſcandalous 
Permiſſion of God's being called as a witneſs to ſignify 
nothing, and of his glorious and fearful Name to be pro 
phaned and blaſphemed at Pleaſur e? 
II. Theſe wil:miting Notions are contrary to the Senſe 
of the Scriptures; ſome parts whereof are made tg con- 
tradi& the whole, when they are brought to ſerve ſuch, 
Politick Purpoſes. Not ohly the 13th Chapter to the 


Cz - = 
Romans, is urged in ſuch abſolute Caſes, but that atiſwer 
of our Saviour to the H-rodians, Render unto Ceſar, the 


things that are Ceſars. And what a mighty Structure of 


Paſſive - obedience Proofs have been raifed from thence 2 
how has it been Baulad out in the Pulpit. by a certain 
liſping Doctor, that our Wives, and our Children, and 
all that we have are Thethar't; for the Text ſays, Render 


into Thet har, the things that are Thet har :; Yes, when 1 


know my Children are Thethar' t, I'll certainly then 
them to:Thethar, and have them all dubbed. What, be- 
cauſe tis my Duty ti pay Tribute and Cuſtom whereſo- 
ever tis due, is therefore all that I have become due? 
This deſtroys the very Nature of a; Tribute, which is 
ſuppoſed a Part only of any Man's Subſtance; but 
where all is due, the Tribute is ſwallowed up and be- 
come an Abſurdity.. What, becauſe Cæſar has a riglit tuo 
ſome of that Coin which bears his Image and Superferip ; 
tion, therefore mv Children alſo muſt dear his Image too, 
if it be his gogd Pleaſure to lie with my Wife? This is 

a ſmart Inference indeed, and concludes with as much 
Reaſon as to the Sati faction of every good Husband. Buy 
I perſuade my ſelf, that moſt of thoſe who ſtand up ſs 
ſtifly for this complaiſant Doctrine, would be found Guilty, 
of many. Acts of Reſiſtance before they would ſubmit to 
ſuch Uſage. Who knows not, that there is nothing more 
becoming. the Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, than that they 


ſnould de Subject to the Higher Powers, and not reſiſt 


the Ocdinances of Men? Who knows not likewiſe; that. 
we are commanded nat to Kill, and to do no manner of 
Work on the Sabbath. Day? But then let it be conſidered, 
that as all Killing is not Murder, nor every Work a 
breach of the Sabbath; ſo all Reſiſtance is not Rebellion 3 
and though we are commanded to ſubmit to every Ordi- 
nance of Man, yet every Vill of Man is not a proper 
Ordinauce, and may be vaſtly wide of what is intended 


hereby. If we keep ſtrictly to the Letter, it will be im: 
 Woffible to reconcile the Scriptures to themſelves, or avoid 
Walling into the Romiſb Error o Tranſubſtantiatien. What, 


therefor e, 


end 


therefore, we are chiefly to Regard in every Precept, is 
the Scope and Drift of it? What is the Eud of reſting on 
the Sabbath, and the End of Government, c? And he 
that anſwers the End of the — he it is that is in the 


Right, and only way to do it Juſtice. Nothing is more 
ifeſt, than that general Rules are not without their 
Exceptions, and even ſuch as ſeem at firſt View to admit 
of no ſuch Thing. What can be more generally laid 
| Cown than that of the Apoſtle, Let Wives be ſubje# to 
their own Huſbands in *. — ab ſeveral Inſtances 
may be given, in which the Wife will not be bound here - 
by to an abſolute Obedience. And here I would not be 
underſtood, as if I meant in ſuch things as are unlawful 


in themſelves, that is not diſputed; but in things. indif- 


ferent, and wherein ſhe may lawfufly hearken to her 
Husband or not; as in the Caſe of her Jointure, which 
Her Husband may command her to part-with every Day 
in the Week, and ſhe may give him the hearing of it, but 
In not obliged to obey him. Where let it be obſerved, 
chat the Contract between them being a thing lawful in 
it ſelf, yea, as Sacred as the Sctiptures themſelves, is nov 
made void by the generality of the Precept, and which 


rationally containing no ſuch Submiſſion in it, the Con- 


tract takes place of the Precept, ſo as to become a law- 
ful Exception to it. And thus it is with all Contracts, 


Vows, and Oaths of this Nature; they all precede after 
this manner every general Line in the Bible, nor are the 


to be broken by any one whatſoever to mw the lite- 
ral Senſe of the Scriptures. Even 'God imſelf, with all 


his Sovereignty, cannot break his merciful Contracts with 


us; no more than it is poſſible for him to lie, and 


farely Truth it ſelf can never lie. And if our beavenly 
Ni will not call us Rebels for pleading our Rights in 


them ; but gives us leave to make them as ſerviceable to 
us as they were intended, much more may it be lawful 
for us to deal ſo with our earthly Sovereign. 1 

Again, Whereas theſe Words of our Saviour, Mat. 1. 
xo, When they perſecuts you in one City, flee to mother, are 
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er Powers; I anſwer, 1. Thefe Words are fo different in 
- are little to the puepoſe. 
tat when a wicked Prince tyrannically Hunts after the 


they will be ſo far from proving an abſolute Non · reſiſt- 
are Acts of Diſobedience and Reſiſtance) their proper 


bim; which, however, ſhort it may ſeem to fall of our 
Point, yet is ſufficient to deſtroy the Notion of no man- 
ner of Reſiſtance whatever. t.. N 


ple, they muſt admit in ſome Caſes of greater Reſfancer 
. * Than there, or elſe they muſt be made to teach ſuch Do- 


may be, it will be in his Power, in the Power of one 
fingle Perſon, to deſtray both Church and Nation; yea, 
morally ſpeaking, and with Regard to Man only, it 


| ſuppoſed the Deſign of the Scriptures. Let us then weigh 


B the one ſide tis ſaid, Tho ſhalt not ſuffer a Witch 


eo! ay God except the _ ſhall ſurely be put to Death 3 


1 
arged in the behalf of Non · reſiſtance; as if they clearly 
demonſtrated, that it was not lawful for any one, even un- 
der the ſharpeſt Perſecutions whatever, to reſiſt the High- 


many Circumſtances from the thing in Hand, that they 
2. If they are ſtated to the purpoſe, and made imply, 
Life of his Subject, he may lawfully fly from him; then 


ance, that they will prove the quite contrary ; for then 
(ſince even in Flight from pretended Juſtice only, there 


import will be this, viz. you ſhall-uſe no other Reſiſtance 
in ſuch a Caſe towards your Sovereign, than to fly from 


But the whole Deſign of the Scriptures being to propa- 
gate God's Glory, and the Good of his Church and Peo- 


Qrines as are in a direct Oppoſition to their End: If 
they ſo far countenance a wicked Prince, as that he may 
not he reſtrained from his evil Purpoſes whatſoever they 


might be in the Hands of very few to Root out Chriſtia- 
nity from off the Face of the Earth; which cannot be 


well, and conſider what they fay on both Sides, and 
make ſuch a Judgment of them in their ſeveral Parts, as 


may be moſt agreeable to'the Whoſe. © 


to live; whoſoever Curſes or Blaſpbemes the Name of the 
Lord, whoſoever lies with a Beaff, and whoſoever Sacrifices 


whoſoever 
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whoſoever entices thee to Idolatry, though he be as dear tv 
thee as thy own Soul, yet ſhall thine Hand be upon him to put 
bim to Death. On the other ſide tis ſaid, Thou ſhalt not 
refift the Higher Powers ; and, whoſoever reſifts, ſhall receive 


fo himſelf Damnation. Now both theſe being laid down 


without any Exceptions, they muſt be ſo taken, ſtand in 
a direct Oppoſition to each other; and as they lie, are 
equally an Exception to one another. Now the Queſtion 
is, whether it be not more for God's Glory, the Good of 


his Church and People, viz. the Deſign of the Seriptures, 


to make no Exceptions to thoſe Parts of it, which tend 
to the Preſervation of it, than to ſuch as in their Conſe- 
quences may exceedingly tolerate the contrary? Whether 
is moſt Wiſdom ſo to act (as God himſelf preſcribes) that 
all People may hear and fear, and be deterred from doing 
wickedly, or to permit any one to do that which muſt 


tend to make People fearleſs in Sin, and even by Pre- 


cept, and the greateſt Examples be encouraged to all 


| — of Impiety? And tis not to be doubted · in this 
0 


oſe Age we live in, but many in ſuch Caſes would 


gladly plead Non · reſiſtance to their Princes Commands, 


to countenance the vileſt Debaucheries. But here, leaſt 


any one may think me by what I haye jfaid a Favourer 


of thoſe who put King Charles the Firſt to Death, I would 
have every one know, that I deteſt and abominate' that 
execrable Murder as much as any Man can do : But this, 


1 lay, bad he fallen under the Laſh'of thoſe fore-menti- 


oned Texts of Scripture,” who indeed fell under the Guilt 
of none of them, I ſhould have had another Opinion of 


the Matter; and if in them are couched the leaſt ſhew 


of Reaſon and Argument for Reſiſtance unto Blood, a 
much lower Degree of Reſiſtance, and all too | ask for, 
(however it may be thought a giving up too much of the 
Cauſe by ſome more ſevere in this Point,) cannot reaſa- 
nably be thought by any altogether inconſiſtent with that 
Submiſſion which is due to the Miniſter of Gd. 
III. This wilimited Obedience is diſagreeable to the 
Nature of God himſelf; I fay, even God himſelf is more 


limited 


y 
* 


ff. 
limited than an abſolute Paſſive Obedience will render 
that Vice-gerent, who would be obeyed without any- 
Foundation of Truſt in him. For God deals not thus with 
his People; he exacts no Obedience from them,- or any 
Acts of Faith in him, farther than he is ſure to make 
good his Word; and fo the Impoſibzlity of God's breaking 
his Word becomes the Foundation of my Truſt, and is 
the Remedy whereby 'I procure my Right in his Protniſes. 
But where there is an unlimited Obedience, I can have no 
manner of Right, for as :nuch as all Courſe of Plea, and 
conſequently of Remedy, is cut away from me. As God 
gives me a Right, ſo he gives me leave to plead it, and 
make the moſt of it; and ſeeing he cannot do otherwiſe, 
who cannot be worſe than his Word, he impowers me to 
demand Juſtice of him; but a Contract without any Pow- 
er to execute the Conditions of it, is one of the abſurdeſt 
Things in the World. And therefore all unlimited Mo- 
narchs are to be eſteemed but as ſo many Tyrants at 
Pleaſure; and when they are diſpoſed to play the true 
Tyrant indeed, are moſt properly the Devil's Vice: ge- 
rents, who is ſaid to ſet up his Kingdom in ſuch, and 
rule them at his Will. Nor can it be any more ſaid of 
them, than of Satan himſelf, the Prince of Darkneſs, 
(whether they ſet up themſelves or deceive others in the 
choice of them,) that they bear the fainteſt Reſemblance 
of God's Majeſty and Government, who not only rules 
his People in Mercy and Juſtice, but gives them this En- 
couragement to Obedience, as to put it out of his own 


Power to deal unjuſtly by. them. They therefore: who 


would be under no Obligations at all, but right or 
wrong do what they lift, 3 the Good 
with the Bad, mnſt have a deſire to take their Meaſures 


Jof Government not from the King of Heaven, but the 


old devouring Dragon, who delights to worry his Sub- 
jects, having no other Regard than the exerciſing of his 
own Cruelties. I ſay then, if God thus Ties up himſelf, 
tis reaſonable to conclude, that he expects his Vice-roys 
upon Earth ſhould do fo too; and not only ſo, but that 
i LEST ; . | 1 8 | | he 
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he pives their Subjects likewiſe the ſame Liberty he N | 


his own; (i. e.) he gives Men the ſame Remedy againſt 
their earthly Princes, as he does againft himſelf; as 


namely, when they have Right and Juſtice. on their 


Side, to challenge the Promiſes made to them, and even 


(as Heaven is faid in this Caſe to ſuffer a ſacred Violence) 


violently to take them by Force. | 5 

IV. As theſe Notzons are contrary to the Nature of 
God, ſo are they to onr own. God has implanted in our 
Natures a Propenſity to Self-preſervation, to purſue our 


own Intereſt upon every Occaſion, even with. all imagi- 


nable Circumſpection and Diligence, and to omit no Op- 


portunities of doing our ſelves good. Should therefore 


God himſelf command us any thing as Duty contrary 

to thoſe Principles, and deſtructive of our Good, it 
would be 1mpoſiible for us to yield Obedience to it; for 
we cannot put off Nature, and a reaſonable Soul cannot 
be induced to do it ſelf a Miſchief. And: indeed to ſup- 
poſe he would ever require any ſuch Services from us, 
would be to think very unworthily of him, às juſtly im- 
| puting to him the Auſterit) and Tyramy of reaping where 

he did not ſow, and demanding of us what is not in our 
Powers to give. : This be far from the God of Wiſdom 
and Goodneſs, who deals not thus with his Creatures, 
but prompts us by natural Inſtinct to do him acceptable 
Service, and conſequently to pure our Well-being, and 
our own Intereſts in every thing we do. I ſay, God 
having made it natural for us to do our felves all the 
Good we can, that blind Obedience, which deſtroys the 
Welfare of our Beings, and that Non reſſtance, which is 
deſtructive of eur Preſervation, muſt” be inconſiſtent with, 


and contrary to thoſe Dictates which are ſtampt on our 


very Natures themſelves. | 


But here 1 expect to be told, © That ſince Man con- 
< ſifts of a Soul as well as a Body, he cannot be ſaid to 


F © purſue his real Intereſt without making the beſt Proviſi- 


c on he can for that his eternal and better Part, and this 
* with the loſs of all, even Life it ſelf, when God — 


- 
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« mands it; that ſince the Salvation of our Souls de- 


_ © pends upon our Obedience to God, the doing whatſo- 


© ever he commands, be it never ſo diſtaſtful to Flefly' 


„ and Blood, muſt be to purſue our own Intereſts; that 

“ firice God, who ſometimes ſees it meet to ſcourge his 
“people tor their Sins, by ſetting an Ungodly, Tyran- 
„ nical Prince to be Ruler over them, has commanded 


Hus an entire Obedience to him, and not to reſift kim 
* in any Caſe whatever, he who does reſiſt, cannot be 
e ſaid to purſue the Intereſt of his Soul, and conſequent- 


ly it muſt be Refiſtance, and not Non-reſiſtanee, which 


eis repugnant to our natural Principles. I anſwer, and 


readily grant, that in the purſuit of our own Intereſts, 


we are to look to the End of all we do, and not our pre- 


ſent Sati faction; that whatſoever is deſtructive of the 


Soul's Good, muſt be deſtructive of out real and chiefeft 
Intereſt, and conſequently inconſiſtent with our natural 


Principles. I likewiſe grant, that God may make an evil 


Prince the Inſtrument of Puniſhment, as he does both 


Plague and Famine, all which tend to the Ruin, and in 


their Extreams, to the utter Ruin of a Nation; and that 


there is a Suhmiſſion due to them all, but not an abſofrte 
One without any Exceptions whatever. No, the Provi- 


dence is to be ſubmitted to, and we are to bear it with 2 
Chriſtian Patience; without murmuring, as knowing 


that any thing on this ſide Hell is leſs than we deſtrye 
but no Man will ſay we are ſo to ſubmit to the Plagn® 
as not to fly from it, or to uſe the beſt Means we can ei- 


ther to prevent, or to cure it. So likewiſe in the Caſe 
of Famine, though we are forbidden, even by the Law 


of Nature to eat one another, and how inhumane ſoever 


it may ſeem at firſt View, yet does it give place to that 
faperceding Law of Self-prefervation, and was never 
reckoned unlawful in the greateſt Extremities: Even to 
eat our own Fleſh rather than Starve, is no breach of the 


Precept; and though it ſhould cauſe even Death, yet is 
it not to be eſteemed a Self. murder; in as much as the 


Appetite- was never given us, but to be ſatisfied whenever 
| governed 
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governed by Reaſon; and ſince there is not a time where- 
in Deliverance may not be brought, it muſt be reaſona- 


ble to endeavour to preſerve Life as long as we can, 
even by the loſs of our Limbs. When the Children of 
Vrael murmured againſt God, he ſent fiery Serpents a- 
mongſt them on purpoſe to deſtroy them; what then, 
was it unlawful for them to fly from them, or Rebellion 


againſt the Scourge to knock any of them in the Head? 


Certainly no; for having a Right by Nature to Self- 
| Preſervation, and thoſe Serpents invading their Proper- 


ties of Life, they might lawfully have Courſe to their 


natural Remedy, which was to deſtory- them if they 
could. And thus we may deal with the old Serpent 


himſelf, that King of Darkneſs, that Arch-enemy of God 


and Man, whom, though formerly an Angel of Light, 
and a proper Preſident over Dominions and Powers, be- 


ing turned Devil, and making it his Buſineſs to devour 


us ; we are prompted by Nature, not only to hate, but 
even to tread under Foqt if we can. Thus likewiſe thoſe 


Enemies who deſpitefully uſe us, and are notwithſtand- - 
ing to be the Objects of our Love and kindeſt Deport- 


ments, ceaſe ſo to be upon ſome Occaſions ; and we 
make no Scruple of Conſcience to ſheath our Swords in 
the, Bowels of thoſe, who, without any Proceſs. of Law, 
would rob us of Life or Eſtate. MIT 
Now, though here you tell me, that what I have ſaid 

s not fully anſwer what you object, yet are theſe 
Conſiderations to the Purpoſe ; and though they may 


not directly evince of themſelves, that an abſolute Non- 


reſiſtance is not a Chriſtian's Duty, yet do they give us 
a great Light into the Nature of our Subjection to the 
Higher Powers, and help us to make a right Interpretati- 
on of thoſe Parts of Scripture, which ſome think are ſo 
diſputable and dark in this . Matter. And furthermore, 


therefore, whereas you ſay the Scriptures command an 
unlimited Obedience, and from thence would prove any 


Reſiſtance unnatural, and deſtructive of the Good of the 
Soul; I anſwer, your Propoſition is begging the Ne, 


\ 


*tis the thing in diſpute, and what I deny, and ſay the 
Scriptures command no 'ſuch Obedience, becauſe contrary 
to the main Scope and Tenour of the Scriptares z contrary 
to right Reaſoning, as being deſtructive, yea altogether 
deſtructive in its Conſequences, of Church and People, 
by breaking down their Fences, laying waſte their Reli- 
gion, and expoſing their dearer Poſterity to Idolatry, 
and the Doctrines of Devils; contrary to all the Notions 
of Government, and even the Government of God him- 
ſelf, who, as I have ſaid, requires no Obedience of his 
Subjects farther than he keeps his Word ; nothing more 
than what they may perceive will be profitable for them, 
and for their Good. And how, I pray, can I make a 
righter Judgment of things than by ſquaring them to the 
Example of God himleli ? How can I better ground my 
Submiſlion to my King, than on the ſame Foot of Obe- 
dience to the King of Kings? Moreover, if God permits 
me to make a Contract with my Prince to rule over me 


- according to ſuch and ſuch Laws, and yet commands me 


to make no uſe of my Right in it; does it not at leaſt 
imply a Contrauiction, beſides unworthy Conceptions of 
our good God, who will not ſo much as countenance the 
Thing that is unjuſt ? Oc if he gives me a Power to make 
good my Bargain, and I will not make ule of it; can I 
reaſonably expect his Help in my Sufferings, or Thanks 
tor what he has not required at my Hands? Or would 
not my Conſcienge ſooner accuſe me of having been 
wanting to my ſelt, than endeavouring to do my ſelf 
Juſtice ? God has promiſed indeed to protect us, and to 
deliver us out of Troubles; but to rely upon Miracles for 
it, is to tempt him; and ſo much the greater is the Temp- 
tation, by how much the more negligent we are to 
make uſe of thoſe Means he has put into our Hands. IE 
God's Holy Name be trampled under Foot, or his 
Church be bleeding to Death, who will moſt conſult his 

Honour in this Caſe, he that can ſtanch the Blood if he 

will, but had rather look on till, God does it himſelf, be- 
cauſe he is ſufficient to do it, as if it were but one Bo- 
dies Work; or he that had rather bleed himſelf in ſuch 
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an Extremity, and therefore endeavours it with the Cou- 
rage and Zeal of a Phinehas, and leaves God to bleſs it, 
or finiſh it at Pleaſure ? Or elſe, he who uſes the ordina- 
ry Means to this End, or he that thinks it more proper to 
put God to the expence of a Miracle? Oh the Folly and 
Abſurdity of that Obedience to a Vice-roy who would 
murder his Maſter ! Even things that are Evil in them- 
ſelves, ceaſe fo to be upon certain Occaſions ; and that 
Prince whom I may not ſo much as touch without leave, 
may, I preſume, be plucked by the Hairs of the Head, 
or much more rudely handled, when *t:s in order to fave 
him from Burning or Drowning: Even fo the Scriptures 
themſelves cannot likely ſuffer a real Injury by any thing 
that is done of Neceſſity to ſave them from periſhing. 
As a Limb may be cut off to fave the reſt of the Body, 
fo it is Wiſdom to ſacrifice the literal Senſe of any Part 
of them, to preſerve the Senſe of the Whole. And as it 
would be neceſſary, though it ſhould be already Enact- 


ed, that no Man ſhould come into his Preſence without 


leave upon any Pretence whatſoever, to add, not ſo much 
as to fave his Life, before I could be ſo obedient to my 
Prince as not boldly to ruſh into his Preſence, rather 
than ſuffer him to be Burnt alive, or the like; ſo before 
a reaſonable Man can be brought to an abſolute Non re- 
ſiſtance, viz. a tame Submiſſion to be ruined at Pleaſure 
by him, who is to be the Miniſter of God for his good; 
to have his Wife and his Daughters raviſhed, his own 
Throat cut, and thoſe of his aged Parents, and tender 
Children at Pleaſure; to have the Church ruined at Plea- 
ſure; to have the Ten Commandments aboliſhed at Plea- 
ſure, and Ten Thouſand Debaucheries eſtabliſned in their 
Room; to have the moſt ſacred Vows of no Obligation, 
but Curſing and Blaſpheming at Pleaſure ; to have Baal 
ſet up in every Church, and the Image of Nebuchadnez- 


zar in every Plain; to have the Communion Plate beaten- 


into Idolarrons Shrines, and the Scriptures made Fuel of 
to burn him at Pleaſure; to have the Nation ruined at 
Pleaſure ; to be ſold to its Enemies, or to be cut off one 
by one, as Sheep appointed for Slaughter, (all which — 
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but fair Suppoſirions, and what no Man can ſay will 
never come to paſs under an irreſiſtable Power,) I ſay, be- 
fore it can be thought reaſonable, and therefore natural 
and out of Conſcience to ſuffer ſuch things, it would be 
very requiſite, that the Scriptures, the Rule of Conſcience, 
ſhould not only fay, Thou ſhalt not refift the Higher Pow- 
ers; but add likewiſe, though they (i. e.) Ceſar and his 
Miniſters would raw iſh your Wife, you ſhall not reſiſt 
them; you ſhall only let them know, that it would not 
be well done of them; though they bid you kneel down, 
and hold up your Throat to the Knife, yet beware you 
defend not the Stroke with your Arm; though they 
throw your Children into the Flames, yet make no 
Reſiſtance to pluck them out; yea, though they ſhould 
proclaim the Ruin of Church and State, and put it never 
ſo much in execution; yet, though they have contracted 
with you never fo ſolemnly to the contrary, you ſhall 
tamely permit them to finiſh their Work ; you ſhall 
make no pretenſions to your Right, nor reſiſt for a Re- 
medy : In a Word, though they turn Wizards, Sacrifice 
to Devils, and blaſpheme God's great and dreadful Name 
at every Word, yet notwithſtanding what 1s ſaid of pu- 
niſhing ſuch, 2 notice, that Crowned Heads and Princes 
are always excepted ; (Oh! When ſhall we ceaſe to affront 
the Wiſdom and Goodnefs of our God by ſuch Tenents 
as theſe ;) they are lawleſs at Pleaſure, they are permit- 
ted (it they will venture their Souls) both by Precept 
and Example to do as much Miſchief as they pleaſe, to 
raviſh the very Beaſts of the Earth, and to encourage all 
manner of Lewdneſs as long as they live, without any 
farther controul than that of Prayer and Counfel; they are 
God's Vice-gerents you muſt know, and may not be re- 
ftramed , though they ruin and lay waffe their great Ma- 
ſter's Dominions, and murder his dearly beloved Spouſe, 
his Queen the- Church; though they reſemble him in 
never a Feature of Government, and exerciſe a Power that 
was never ordained them; Il ſay, ſuch Scriptures as 
theſe had need be produced, before the DoQrine of an 
abſ olute Non - reſiſtance * conſiſtent with the — 

* 0 


P 
* » , 


(44) = 


of Nature; and even then too it would be neceſſary, that 


an Angel from Heaven ſhould proclaim them Canonical. 
Since therefore, ſuch Scriptures as theſe cannot be pro- 


duced, I cannot but be fully perſuaded, that a Pathve 


Obedience without any Exceptions is very wmatural, that 
*tis 2nconfiſtent with the Notions of a Vice-gerent to have 
greater Priveledges granted him, than his Supreme has 
reſerved: to himſelf, viz. a blind Obedience without any 


Rule or Fomndation of Truſt in him; or it they are not. 


greater, and God too may deal ſo with us if he pleaſes, 
would not this be a means to ſtagger our Faith? We 
might bop? for Rewards, but where would our Confidence 
be? So that this would be to carry his Commands of 
Obedience ſo far towards Man, as to prompt us, by cut- 
ting off our Truſt, to be diſobedient to himſelf. Nor is 
it to be ſaid, that God may command our Lives and 
Eſtates at his Pleaſure, and why not his Miniſter too on 
the ſame Foot of Reaſon, without uſurping a Priviledge 


more than his due; ſince He (i. e.) God has always a 
* right to them, and moreover can make any Loſs redound 


to our Profit, and ſo our Obedience will ſtill be con- 
ſiſtent with Reaſon ; but the Arbitrary Will of an earthly 
Sovereign bears no Proportion- with this; who betrays his 


'Fruſt, robs me of as much right at leaſt as J have to the 


moſt ſacred Promiſes, who has not always-a right to any 
thing I have, and never can reſtore me my Life, or for 
my Eſtate give me à more enduring Subſtanee hereafter. 
Nor is it to the pur poſe to ſay, God can do it for him, 
unleſs it be alſo proved that he will do it, and that it is 
the Duty of every Chriſtian to ſit ſtill and expect it. 
Thus having endeavoured to prove according to my 
Senſe of the Matter, (avoiding as much as poſſible what 
the more learned have ſuggeſted herein,) that implicit 
Paſſive- obedieute, and Non. reſiſtance abſolute withont Reſerve, 
are things contrary to Reaſon, the Scriptures, our very 
Natures, and the God of Nature himſelf, (whom tis rea- 
ſonable to obey without a proſpect of Good, without a 
firm Belief, that he is a Rewarder of all that ſeek to Qo 
him Service, and that he cannot be worſe than his 1 
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I preſame they muſt be things inconſiſtent with the Good of 


the Church, and conſequently 1 am not aſhamed to own 


my Averſion to ſuch wmatural Principles, fo deſtructive 


of her Good, and may therefore reaſonably hope, that 


the Church likewiſe will not be-aſhamed to own me for 
her Son, nor think I have deſerved ill at her Hands. And 


indeed I cannot be juſtly tazed with the leaſt Sparks of 


Rebellion, (fo deteſtable to the Church of England, and 
every good Chriſtiany) fo long as I am governed by the 
Law of Nature, which 1s a Law of God, and the true 
Principles of all our Actions, and which the Scriptures 
ſpeaking for themſelves, can never contradict ; for Na- 
ture and R-aſon, and Scripture, and God himſelf, are one 
and the ſame, never thwarting each other: And ſo I can 
never be a Rebel to my Sovereign, ſo long as I am care- 
ful not to rebel againſt any of theſe. It therefore, this 
Principle is Whiggiſh, and I am a Whig for adhering 
thereto ; I glory as much in my Title, as I do in what 
is the Cauſe of it, vis. being rational, and acting accor- 
dingly. Moreover, I rejoyce when. conſider, that this 
Principle of mine will preſerve me from diſtracting the 
State, or diſturbing the Peace of the Church, and fo I 
ſhall have conſulted my own Safety by the moſt proper 
means under every Government; that by the Bleſſing 
of God it will prompt and diſpoſe me to all due Obedi- 


_ ence to Her Majeſty, whom God has ſet over me, and 


enable me to ſuffer on all proper Occaſions with more 
Patience and Reſignation of my Will, than Thouſands of 
thoſe pratzng Sycophants, and ignorant Bygots, who ſtretch 


their Line of Obedience beyond the Staple, and boaſt of 


a Loyalty they know gothing of; it being moſt common- 
Iy obſerved, that the who make extravagant Promites, 
never mind what they ſay, as do no Body elſe, and more 
eſpecially when they Promiſe what is not in their Power 
to perform. = 
And for a Concluſion, till I am better informed, I will 
never believe, that Her Sacred Majeſty, who has ſo much 
approved her ſelf a Lover of Juſtice, can be pleaſed to be 
buzzed in the Ears with a lawleſs and irreſ/table Power to 
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do unjuſtly if ſhe will, or be flattered with a Right which 
tends only to ruin Her. An honeſt Man never deſires a Li- 


berty of playing the Knave, but is as free to be bound to 


his Word as to.give it; and had rather loſe the Satisfa- 
ction of being confided in, than make any one uneaſy by 
not removing all Cauſes of Suſpicion and Jealouſy. More- 


over, what a Chriſtian-like Priviledge is that which the 


owner can never make uſe of, without either repenting it 
(which is worſe than deſtroying it) or running the riſque 
of Damnation? What a goodly Priviledge has he who 
may throw himſelf into the Fire, and no Body hinder 
him? And what elſe indeed is the Prerogative of Princes 
to do ill, and being accountable to none but to God for it; 
or without any Reſiſtance or Contronl being ſuffered to 
do themſelves the greateſt of Miſchiefs ? What, can that be 
counted a Priviledge which tends only to Hell? Or can that 
be a reaſonable Licence which is deſtructive of all manner 
of Good? What, a Right to do Frog, and this too derived 
from the righteous Fudge of the Earth, from Juſtice it ſelf ? 
?Tis blaſpheming 1 King of Heaven, and preaching Re- 
bellion againſt his Majeſty on high, to preſerve a damna- 
ble Right of Injuſtice to his Vice- roy below. But after all, 
Jet us for the preſent ſuppoſe ſuch a Right, let it be granted, 
that Princes may ruin both Church and State at their Plea- 
ſares, and exerciſe the moſt inhuman Cruelties without any 
Controul; yet where is the Viſdom of proclaiming ſuch Do- 


Erines? What, is there no preaching of Obedience and Loy- 


alty without giving the People to underſtand at every turn, 


that tho? God has vouchſafed them ſome Remedies againſt 


the acuteſt Diſeaſes, and to uſe their utmoſt endeavours to 
deliver themſelves from Plagne, Peſlilence, and Famine; yet, 
whatever they may ſuffer from tibir Prince, muſt be born 
with, ſubmitting to every Laſh,how cutting ſoever,without 
any Reſiſtance, yea, tho he were a Devil incarnate? And 
what is this but telling the People, that God (I ſuppoſe to 
maintain a Reſemblance of his own Sovereignty and abſo- 
lute Power; Oh Horrid! Ob wretched Reſemblance !) has 


ermitted their Sovereign to be worſe to them than the- 


logue, than Death, or the Devil, all which may be Re- 
fifted, not He, CE rj 


But. 
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But if there be no other means of encouraging the People 
to Obedience, and to keep them in awe; yet where's the 
Wiſdom, I ſay, of trampeting ſuch a Power into the Ears of 
a Prince; does it tend tothe Salvation of our Souls to let 
him know his own Strength, or prompt him to govern us 
to our greater Satisfaction; certainly no. For the natural 
reſult of all ſuch Preaching muſt be this, vix. it muſt ex- 
ceedingly grate on the Ears of a good Prince, to hear what 
a Monſter he may be, and therefore what a Terrour he muft 
always be to his People; fince 'tis the Property of God 
only to be conſtantly and unalterably Juſt, who is there · 
fore to be depended on without fear of Change; but if he 
be Licentious.or Cruel, what need would there be of any 
other Motive to purſue it than Liberty? Could ſuch wiſe 
Diſpenſers of the Word make the Brutes underſtand them, 
we {hould ſoon be thrown out of the Saddle; and the Horſe 
would no ſooner have learnt his own. Strength, but he 
would part with his Rider. Thus they would debauch the 
very Beaſts of the Earth, and rob us of our Dominion, and 
the dread we have over them ; and not only render the 
Prince unſerviceable in his governing, but the irrationa! 
Creatures themſelves unferviceable too, as being no longer to 
be governed. And is it thus they would recommend them- 
ſelves to the good liking of their Sovereign, and is it poſſi- 
ble that this ſhould be the high Road to Preferment? Can 
ſhe be pleaſed to be repreſented a Bug bear to her People? 
Can ſhe who has gained the Hearts of her Subjects more 
than any before her, endure to be painted a Monſter, and 


made only the object of our Hatred? For whatſoever is 


only the proper object of our Fear we muſt naturally hate; 
I ſay, we'cannot truly love whatſoever may be a Scourge 
and a Plague to us, in ſpite of all we can do to avoid it. 
And muſt it not grate on her Goodneſs to have it rendered 
deficient in gaining our Love; for all the Goodneſs in the 
World under no manner of Reſtraint, cannot caſt out a juſt 


Fear, and what is deſtructive of our Love. For my part, 


therefore, I ſhall chooſe, tho'I get nothing by it, to recom- 
mend my felt to my Sovereign, and her to her Subjects af- 
ter a different manner, even by removing from them all 

a Suſpicion 
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Suſpicion of Tyranny in her, and this by letting of them 
know, that ſhe is indi/penſably bound to be Faſt. And this can- 
not be juſtly diſpleaſing to Her Majeſty, ſince this is to 
make Her the true object of our Love, and the way where- 
by God is pleaſed to recommend himſelf to his People 3, 
who, tho he be dreadtut with reſpect to his Power, yet in 


his Faithfulneſs is he altogether lovely. The whole Deſign 
of the Goſpel, and a Saviour, was to manifeſt his Love, 
and aſſure us. thereof, to remove all Jealouſtes out of our 
Hearts; that fo long as we ſerved him in Righteouſneſs. 


and Holineſs, we might do it without Fear; and ſo he be- 


comes no otherwiſe the object of our Dread, but as we do 
III. Adam was neither afraid nor aſhamed till after hig 
Tranſgreſſion. Tis the Glory of God that he is bound to 
be as good as his Word, that he cannot do wrong, that tis 
not in his Power to lie, or return Evil for Good; yea, he 
delights that by Faith we ſhould ſtrive Ind wirkle, and 


earneſtly contend with him for his Promiſes; and let us 
now that, how powerful ſoever he is, he is not able to 
reſiſt us when we rightly addreſs him by his Son, and there- 
by bwnsa certain Power in our ſelves to move his Bowels 
of Mercy towards us, which rejoycing over, and overco- 
ming his Juſtice, is to overcome him in our Cauſe. .And is 


it not as much for the Honour of Her Majeſty to be repte- 
ſented in the ſame Tenour of Power, or can it derogate 


from Hers any more than from God's, that She is bound to 


do juſtly? Is it any curb to an Almighty God, that he can- 


not do what would deſtroy his own Eſſence, viz, falſif 


his Word, or the like? And can it then be a diſhonourable 
Reſtraint to Her Majeſty, that She'is hindered from undo- 


ing Herſelf, or deſtroying the very End of Her Govern- 
ment? I truſt, therefore, I {hall never deſerve ill of my 


Sovereign, ſo long as I take my Meaſures of Obedience to 


Her, from the Obedience I owe to the King of Heaven; or 
diſpleaſe Her by «ſcribing to Her ſuch a Power only as 
can render Her the Delight of Her Subj Darn Her 


a proper object of their Love, which can never be effected 
by thoſe derogating, diſagreeable, and ſhocking Notions 


ol an abſolute Non. reſiſtance, and unlimited Obedience. 
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